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TRAFFIC CONGESTION — SOUTH PERTH 
Grievance 

MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [10.49 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport. For a few moments, 
I ask that the minister put herself in my shoes—size 11s, but well made in Spain! 

Several members interjected. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I know the minister knows the electorate of South Perth very well, so she can imagine being 
the member for South Perth. It is an exciting place. A lot of things are happening and there is a lot of development 
on the peninsula, which I support. Whenever a new development is planned or a new development application is 
put forward, my residents say, “Yes, we support density, but what about the traffic?” My view is that traffic is a bit 
like water—it always finds its own level. But roads like Labouchere Road and Mill Point Road can become very 
busy. As I drive along those roads every morning, I notice people rat-running. The situation was exacerbated for me 
when I saw the report from Infrastructure Australia, which indicated that Kwinana Freeway, especially northbound, 
was going to be one of the congestion hotspots going forward. The Kwinana Freeway northbound was identified 
in 2016 as one of the most delayed corridors. As the minister knows, Kwinana Freeway borders my electorate of 
South Perth. The report indicated that this congestion can also impact on roads connecting to the freeway or 
running parallel to the freeway. That is the issue that I want to raise with the minister today. I would like the 
minister to give me her view. She is the Minister for Transport; Planning, which are very important portfolios. She 
obviously has a feel for where she wants our city to go in the future, Metronet and those sorts of things. I want to 
take this opportunity to get her view on where she sees South Perth in the scheme of things. 

There are already two 20-storey buildings there, which I support; I think they are nice. What is happening along 
Mends Street is fantastic and I really support it. I support activation and density, but, as the minister knows, it has 
to be done in the right way. I know the minister has considered that in some of the planning work she has done. 

The Civic Heart development is coming. There will be one 39-storey building and one 22-storey building in the 
triangle where the old post office and the police station are at Mends Street. That was always going to be the entry 
statement into South Perth. The City of South Perth sold that land—I think it got $27 million for it—so that it 
could do a couple of things. It enabled the city to build the new Welwyn Avenue hub in Manning. There were 
criticisms that it was a tale of two cities—all the money was being spent on the pointy end, but places like Manning 
were not getting anything. The city has done that and the Welwyn Avenue hub is fantastic. It is a great facility for 
the community. 

Ms R. Saffioti: A new bus service. 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: Yes, a new bus service is coming. We are getting everything! 

In an interview with Darren Pateman, the head of Finbar Group, Kim Macdonald from The West Australian asked 
about the traffic issue. He did not think that traffic was going to be a great issue as a result of the construction of 
those two new buildings. When people move into those apartments, we do not want them to have two or three cars, 
because their life might change. If those apartments are built near a train station or good public transport, why 
would they jump in a car and drive into the city to work when they could jump on a bus or walk down the road 
and catch a ferry at Mends Street? This is the type of issue that is raised with me regularly. I have used my car all 
my life. I do not catch many buses. I have caught more buses since the new stadium opened than I have caught in 
the last 20 or 30 years, because I have to go to the stadium by bus. If I can use my car, I will. We have to get people 
out of their cars. That has to be the focus. 

Mr J.N. Carey: You’re an innovator! 

Mr J.E. McGRATH: I am an innovator. 

I want the minister to imagine she is the member for South Perth and she has this conundrum as she drives along 
Labouchere Road every day. Sometimes it is a pretty easy trip for me. I do not have many problems getting into the 
city. I had to be at Parliament for a briefing at 8.30 am on Tuesday, so I left home at five past eight and I thought, 
“Gee, I’m running a bit late”, but I got in with about 10 minutes to spare. I just came along Labouchere Road, got 
onto the freeway and came up to Parliament House. I do not think it is that bad at the moment, but people are 
saying that if all these new apartments are built in that area, there might be a bottleneck or the area might become 
a bit choked as cars come along Labouchere Road and Mill Point Road to get onto the freeway at the overpass at 
Mill Point Road. When I talk to people, I try to explain that the move is aimed at getting people out of their cars 
and onto public transport. 
The other issue is a train station. We have to look at a train station as part of Metronet. If the minister gives me 
a train station, I will be the biggest supporter of Metronet ever! 
Mr J.N. Carey: Will you join the Labor Party? 
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MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan — Minister for Transport) [10.56 am]: I was about to say that: will the member 
for South Perth join the Labor Party? That is the real test. 
I thank the member for South Perth. He is progressive and, as I say, the voice of reason. He has been a very pragmatic 
member who wants to deliver for his electorate. He previously raised a grievance about Manning bus services and 
I think we have been able to accommodate his concerns. When he raises issues, they are often legitimate issues. 
Not everyone does that. 
I want to outline a few little traffic initiatives that will affect South Perth and then touch on planning issues. In relation 
to traffic, I do not need to tell the member that we are committed to, and are about to start, the Manning Road 
on-ramp, which is an issue he has raised in this place for many years—probably over a decade. It will have an impact 
on a number of roads, some of which are outside his electorate. It will take a bit of traffic off Leach Highway at 
Shelley Bridge and it will probably take some traffic off other roads around South Perth. The Manning Road 
on-ramp was the member’s key passion, and we have been able to deliver this project as part of the redirection of the 
Roe 8 and 9 funds. It will help reduce some rat-running but also decongest some of the southern parts of South Perth 
in a sense. 
The smart freeway project is also underway. It is scheduled to commence at the beginning of next year. There are 
some concepts with the smart freeway project. All lanes will be running from Farrington Road to the Narrows Bridge. 
An additional lane will be created between Canning Highway and the Narrows Bridge. The additional lane will be 
created by transitioning the emergency stopping lane for use by general traffic between Canning Highway and the 
Narrows Bridge. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: How will that help South Perth? Will that eliminate some rat runs? If people think they’re 
going to be held up from Canning Bridge, they might get off at Canning Bridge and come along Labouchere Road 
rather than sit on a freeway that is a car park. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: We are basically adding a lane in that area. All lanes will be running. The emergency lane 
will become — 
Mr J.E. McGrath: I’m saying that if people can use that and be confident of getting into the city in a reasonable 
time, they might not take the rat runs. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Absolutely. There are two key issues with the freeway. Basically, from Canning Highway to 
the city, there is very constrained infrastructure. The cost of duplicating that infrastructure or widening the freeway 
would impact on a lot of people and a lot of other infrastructure. This is about utilising the existing infrastructure 
and converting the emergency lane to get traffic running on all lanes to a create smoother traffic flow from, in 
particular, Farrington Road through to the Narrows Bridge, noting that some work will have been done on the 
freeway south of that area. More variable messaging will also inform commuters about what is happening. I use 
that part of the Kwinana Freeway, particularly the Mill Point Road on-ramp, quite a bit and have noticed that the 
traffic flows relatively okay there, but when an accident or issue occurs on the freeway, the whole of Mill Point Road 
clogs up with traffic. Hopefully, when all lanes on the freeway are running, together with better messaging, the 
traffic will flow better. There will also be ramp signals further south. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: But can we manage it if we have these two new buildings? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: That is the next issue. There is traffic management and then planning for the whole area. I will 
update the member on that. Recently, the City of South Perth prepared a draft activity centre plan and draft 
amendment 61 to town planning scheme 6. Different views on this development, particularly on its height and where 
that activity centre should be, have been going back and forward for a while. Advertising for the proposal closed 
on 22 July. The City of South Perth will consider submissions and, I suspect, make modifications to the activity 
centre plan and amendment 61 of the town planning scheme, and submit that to me as Minister for Planning. In 
considering the amendment to the town planning scheme and later to the local planning strategy, a key consideration 
will be how traffic flows in that area. The proximity of South Perth to the CBD is a strong factor, but it is locked in 
a little, as the member knows. It is not an island, but the area does not have a lot of east–west or north–south 
permeability. I think we have to look at how to manage traffic and the introduction of other public transport initiatives. 
I have not been to the Mends Street development recently, but I have heard the member for South Perth talk about 
it. I want to go and see it because the reports have been fantastic. I know there is a good new Italian restaurant 
there that I want to try out, but that is another issue. As we continue to grow tourism, as I have said to the member 
a number of times, the Mends Street centre should grow into a major tourism attraction. 
Mr J.E. McGrath: Quickly, what about the train station? 

Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I would like to look more seriously at a train station for South Perth, but we are busy getting 
the Metronet stage 1 projects off the ground. Space was allocated for a train station when the southern rail line was 
built, and given the continued population growth in South Perth, it is something that we will have to look at and 
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seriously entertain. As yet, I have not been able to devote resources to that, but it is something that we will need 
to look to in the future as part of an overall package for the area. 
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